HAVING FAITH TO FULFILL OUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY

· The writer of the book of Hebrews wrote,

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)
· Our very salvation requires us to have faith in the finished work of Christ on the cross.  When Jesus Christ died on the cross and poured out His Sinless Blood, the work of redemption was completed once and for all. Jesus Christ paid the penalty for our sins on the cross so that all those who repent and believe in Him will have everlasting life.
In the book of 2 Corinthians the Apostle Paul wrote,

“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)

Jesus Himself said,

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)
The Apostle Paul wrote in the book of Romans,

“If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” (Romans 10:9-10)
· GOD HAS A UNIQUE PLAN FOR EVERY BELIEVER’S LIFE. In the book of Ephesians we read,
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)
· AS WE ALLOW THE HOLY SPIRIT TO LEAD US OUR STEPS ARE DIRECTED BY THE LORD. GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE UNFOLDS ONE STEP AND A TIME. King David wrote,
“The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD and He delights in his way.” (Psalm 37:23)
· GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE IS FAR BIGGER THAN WE COULD IMAGINE. WHEN WE ARE FAITHFUL IN THE LITTLE THINGS THEN GOD ENTRUSTS TO US GREATER RESPONSIBILITIES. The Apostle Paul wrote,
Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.”    (Ephesians 3:20)
· GOD IS NOT LIMITED BY OUR ABILITIES OR EVEN BY OUR PAST MISTAKES. HE IS ONLY LIMITED BY OUR AVAILABILITY AND OUR PREPAREDNESS TO PUT OUR ENTIRE FAITH AND TRUST IN HIM FOR OUR FUTURE. The Lord said to the prophet Jeremiah,
“Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)
· THE FIRST FOUR DISCIPLES THAT JESUS CHOSE WERE SIMPLY UNLEARNED FISHERMEN WHO WERE PREPARED TO PUT THEIR FAITH AND TRUST IN HIM AND TO FOLLOW HIS PLAN FOR THEIR LIVES. In the book of Mark we read,
“And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then Jesus said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men.”

“THEY IMMEDIATELY LEFT THEIR NETS AND FOLLOWED HIM”

“When He had gone a little farther from there, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the boat mending their nets. And immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, and went after Him.” (Mark 1:16-20)
· THESE DISCIPLES BECAME WORLD CHANGERS AND BECAME FOUR OF THE FOUNDING APOSTLES OF THE CHURCH. In the book of Acts we read,

“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marvelled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.”  (Acts 4:13)
· THESE FOUR DISCIPLES WERE SIMPLY PREPARED TO
i) Leave there familiar career to follow Christ’s plan for their life and become fishers of men, AND 

ii) To put their faith and trust in Christ alone for their future

TO FULFILL GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE WILL INVARIABLY INVOLVE THE NEED TO TAKE STEPS OF FAITH – Stepping out of our comfort zone – Stepping out to do new things – Taking on tasks that would be impossible without God’s help – Leaving the past behind to step into the future that God has planned AND destined for our life  

I WILL NOW SHARE SOME THOUGHTS FROM THE BIBLE IN RELATION TO FAITH

1)  God is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him
Jesus said,

“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)
Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.”  (Matthew 6:25-33) 
In Psalm 84:11 we read, 

“For the LORD God is a sun and shield; The LORD will give grace and glory; No good thing will He withhold from those who walk uprightly.” (Psalm 84:11)
2) With faith God makes the impossible possible
The writer of Hebrews wrote,
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)

Jesus Himself said,

“If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” (Mark 9:23)
“BY FAITH Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child when she was past the age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised.” (Hebrews 11:11)
“BY FAITH they (the children of Israel) passed through the Red Sea as by dry land, whereas the Egyptians, attempting to do so, were drowned.” (Hebrews 11:29)

“BY FAITH the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven days.” (Hebrews 11:30)
AS CHRISTIANS WE MUST NOT BE MOVED BY OUR CIRCUMSTANCES BUT RATHER BE PEOPLE OF PRAYER 

GOD DEPENDANT

AS BELIEVERS WE CAN TAP INTO GOD’S KINGDOM PROMISES AND RESOURCES

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.” (Ephesians 1:3)

AS CHRISTIANS WE ARE – Chosen






    -  We are adopted into God’s family





        (we are joint heirs with Christ), and






    -   We are forgiven

GOD PROMISES TO SUPPLY ALL OF OUR NEED ACCORDING TO HIS RICHES AND GLORY BY CHRIST JESUS

THAT IF WE SEEK FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS ALL THE THINGS THAT WE NEED IN LIFE WILL BE ADDED TO US

Jesus said,

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works that these he will do, because I go to My Father.  And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If you ask anything in My name, I WILL DO IT.”  (John 14:12-14)
JESUS ALSO SAID, “And these signs will follow those who believe:  In My Name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” (Mark 16:17-18)
THE KEY TO WALKING IN THE MIRACULOUS IS FAITH
THE KEY TO APPROPRIATING ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE IS FAITH

Jesus said, “Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.”

“Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.” (Mark 11:22-24) 

THE BIBLE MAKES IT CLEAR THAT GOD ANSWERS ALL OF OUR PRAYERS WHICH ARE IN LINE WITH HIS WILL FOR OUR LIFE – IN HIS TIMING

“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.  (1 John 5:14-15)
3) God is not limited by our ability, only our availability. God has a unique plan for every believer’s life. When we follow His plan for our life:
i) He empowers us to do great things for His glory,

ii) He opens up doors that no man can close, and
Jesus said, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.” (Matthew 7:7-8)

iii) He meets our every need each and every step of the way

WE CAN TRUST IN THE FAITHFULNESS OF OUR GOD

4) God is able to pull us out of the deepest of pits when we choose to put our entire faith and trust in Him. Even when we stumble and fall, when we come back to Jesus He is able to redeem our lives from destruction. GOD IS THE GOD OF SECOND CHANCES
King David wrote in Psalm 103
“Bless the Lord, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits; Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, who redeems you life from destruction, Who crowns you with loving kindness and tender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” (Psalm 103:2-5)
5) If we continually put our faith and trust in the LORD and simply live a life of OBEDIENCE, we will fulfill our God given destiny

In the book of Jeremiah we read,
“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.”          (Jeremiah 17:7-8)
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.”  (Philippians 1:6)
6) We must learn to build our lives on the promises contained in God’s Word 

WE NEED TO BUILD OUR LIVES ON WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT OUR LIFE. THAT WE ALL HAVE A HOPE AND FUTURE WITH JESUS CHRIST
WE NEED TO CONTINUALLY RENEW OUR MINDS WITH WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT OUR LIFE AND FUTURE

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)

FAITH COMES BY HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

The Apostle Paul also wrote,
“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.”           (Romans 10:17)

IN CHRIST (AS BELIEVERS) WE CAN TAP INTO ALL OF THE PROMISES OF GOD AS WE FOLLOW GOD’S BLUEPRINT FOR OUR LIFE 
“For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.” (2 Corinthians 1:20)

BEFORE JOSHUA LED THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL INTO THE PROMISED LAND, THE LORD SAID TO JOSHUA

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)

7) WE MUST CHOOSE to never give up on God’s plan and destiny for our life. WE CAN COUNT ON THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD
THE WRITER OF THE BOOK OF HEBREWS WROTE
“Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise.” (Hebrews 10:35-36)

WE MUST ALWAYS BE COMMITTED TO FOLLOWING GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE.
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” (2 Timothy 3:12) 
GOD HAS A UNIQUE PLAN AND DESTINY FOR OUR LIFE
NO MATTER WHAT MISTAKES YOU MAY HAVE MADE IN THE PAST, TODAY IS THE FIRST DAY OF THE REST OF YOUR LIFE

GOD’S PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE IS FAR BIGGER THAN YOU COULD IMAGINE
IT WILL UNFOLD AS YOU CHOOSE TO LIVE A LIFE OF FAITH TRUSTING IN THE FAITHFULNESS OF A GOD WHO SAYS “I will never leave nor forsake You” (Hebrew 13:5)

IF WE CONTINUALLY PUT OUR FAITH AND TRUST IN THE LORD, NO MATTER WHAT WE MAY GO THROUGH IN LIFE, WE WILL FULFILL OUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY AND OUR LIVES WILL BEAR MUCH FRUIT

TOWARDS THE END OF HIS LIFE, THE GREAT APOSTLE PAUL WROTE,

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:8-9)
SO HOW DO WE FULFILL OUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY BY FAITH. 

PROVERBS 3:5-6 OUTLINES WHAT IT IS TO WALK BY FAITH

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

